
The 60 Plus Association 
1600 Wilson Blvd. •  Suite 960 •  Arlington, VA  22209 

Phone (703) 807-2070 •  Fax (703) 807-2073 www.60Plus.org 

Rep.  Roger  H.  Zion        
(R-IN,  1967-75)           

Honorary  Chairman  

James L.  Mart in 
President  

 

Pat Boone 
National  Spokesperson 

Rep.  Beau Boulter         
(R-TX,  1985-89)           

Honorary  Co-Chairman  

  
 
For immediate release                 Contact: Ed Fulginiti or Hugh Newton 
September 27, 2004                                   703.807.2070 
 

Istook Honored by Senior Citizen Group 
Permanent Repeal of Death Tax Draws Citation 

 
Washington, DC – In a statement issued this week, 60 Plus Association President Jim 
Martin said, “It’s a distinct honor to bestow the Benjamin Franklin Award upon 
Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) for his efforts to abolish one of the most 
confiscatory of all taxes.”  
 
The 11-year-old senior citizen advocacy group which relies on 4.5 million seniors for 
support, presents the Franklin award to deserving members of the House and Senate, 
having begun the practice nearly seven years ago. 
 
Martin said his group was looking for ways to recognize those members who wanted to 
‘bury the death tax… kill it, not wound it.’ 
 
“We decided on Ben Franklin because it was Franklin who famously said there were 
‘two certainties to occur in life, taxes and death.’ “But because of the estate tax, applied 
after death, for 88 years there has been a third certainty to occur. 
 
“Thanks to efforts by Congressman Istook and others, there is now a majority in 
Congress in favor of getting rid of this third certainty, 275 members of the House and 56 
in the Senate have voted to abolish this job-robbing, negative-revenue producing tax. 
 
“President Bush has promised to sign the bill. Unfortunately, because of Senator Tom 
Daschle (D-SD) it takes 60 votes in that body to repeal. 
 
“In 1999, the House also voted by a substantial margin to repeal but President Clinton 
vetoed the bill, calling it ‘a windfall for the wealthy, a tax cut for the rich’ – to which I 
replied that was a con job and Mr. Clinton knew it; the rich set up foundations to avoid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abol i sh  the  Dea th  Tax  •  Persona l i zed  Soc ia l  Secur i t y  •  Sen ior  Vo ice  News le t t e r  
Guard ian  o f  Sen ior s ’  R igh t s  Award  •  Sa fe  and  Af fordab le  Prescr ip t ion  Drugs  



 
 the tax. A few come to mind: the Turner Foundation and the Gates Foundation among 
others…ever heard of the Heinz Foundation? Instead, it’s small businesses, farmers 
and senior citizens that are hurt because they don’t have the hundreds of thousands to 
pay accountants and lawyers.” 
 
Martin has been credited with popularizing the term ‘death tax’ by Grover Norquist on 
the right and Bill Gates, Sr. on the left (in his new book, ‘Wealth and Our 
Commonwealth: Why America Should Tax Accumulated Fortunes’). 
 
“Some 75 to 80% of the American public favors abolishing this tax, citing the unfairness 
of a tax triggered only by death. That’s why our battle cry at 60 Plus has become ‘dying 
should not be a taxable event.’ 
 
“Besides the Franklin Award, Congressman Istook has already earned the 60 Plus 
Association’s top honor, the Guardian of Seniors’ Rights Award, for his efforts to protect 
Social Security and Medicare and his work to abolish the 1993 tax on seniors’ Social 
Security benefits.” 
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60 Plus is an 11-year-old nonpartisan group with a less government, less taxes approach to seniors’ issues. 60 Plus has become 
one of the fastest growing seniors groups in the country, doubling then tripling its support in the past year. 60 Plus now calls on 
support from nearly 4.5 million citizen lobbyists to print and mail millions of letters and petitions.  60 Plus publishes a newsletter, 
SENIOR VOICE, and a SCORECARD, bestowing a GUARDIAN OF SENIORS’ RIGHTS award on lawmakers in both parties who 
vote “pro-senior.”  60 Plus has been called “an increasingly influential lobbying group for the elderly…” 


